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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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a)d All bJdSome* c)DNone of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 



* Certified copies not received: 

5. [3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) G The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office acton of Paper No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The amendment filed on January 13, 2002 has been entered. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



2. The instant application is deemed to be directed to a nonobvious improvement over the 
invention of Getts in patent application publication (US 2002/0051981 Al May 2, 2002). The 
improvement comprises the use of RNA sample directly in the method for determining the 
presence of a specific nucleotide sequence in an RNA reagent without the step of converting to 
cDNA prior to hybridization. Another improvement comprises a poly A tail serving as a 
common capture sequence in the methods of the present invention. These improvements provide 
an advancement in gene expression detection microarrays by significantly reducing the 
complexity and labor required to prepare the gene samples. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



SUMMARY 



3. 



Claims 1-56 are allowed. 



CONCLUSION 
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4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Shar Hashemi whose telephone number is (703) 305-4840 and 
whose e-mail address is shar. hashemi(o)uspto. gov . However, the Office cannot guarantee 
security through the e-mail system nor should official papers be transmitted through this route. 
The examiner is on flex-time schedule and can be best reached on weekdays from 7:00 am to 
3 :30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Gary 
Benzion, can be reached on (703) 308-1 119. 

Any inquiry of a general nature, matching or filed papers or relating to the status of this 
a pplication or proceeding should be directed to the Tracey Johnson for Art Unit 1637 whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-2982. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 1600 via the PTO Fax Center located in Crystal 
Mall 1- The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official 
Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The CM1 Center numbers for Group 1600 are 
Voice (703) 308-1235 and Before Final FAX (703) 872-9306 or After Final FAX (703) 308- 
9307. 
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